Animal models of tendon and ligament injuries for tissue engineering applications.
Animal modeling continues to be an important component to the critical evaluation of new techniques to treat tendon and ligament injuries. Appropriate choice and analysis of these models is essential. Factors that should be considered in assessing a potential model include the tissue type (ligament versus tendon and intrasynovial versus extrasynovial), the type of injury to be modeled, the techniques of measuring the response to treatment, the ease of comparison to previously published models and finally, the ease of translation to human trials and eventually to clinical usage.